
 
 

REGIONAL STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
COORDINATING COUNCIL 

 
August 29, 2012 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 
The NCTCOG Regional Stormwater Management Coordinating Council met on August 29, 2012 in 
the Pitstick Executive Board Room at the NCTCOG offices. Members/representatives in attendance 
are recorded on the sign in sheet, available on request. NCTCOG staff present included Jack Tidwell, 
Jeff Rice, Erin Blackman, Tracy Michel, and Jennifer Vuitel. Council Chair, Sue Alvarez, called the 
meeting to order.  
  
AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Summary of the May 16 Meeting: The summary from the May 16th meeting was unanimously 
approved as presented. 
 
Special Presentation: Brent Candler, Water Quality Work Leader, TCEQ Region 4 Office, provided 
an overview of TCEQ’s Small MS4 Permit Compliance Investigation Program. TCEQ Region 4 is in 
the process of conducting “Compliance Investigations” of Small MS4s in the DFW region. Of the 101 
permitted Small MS4s in Region 4, TCEQ has visited 37 permitted entities. TCEQ and EPA have 
agreed to a deadline of October 2014 for completion of Compliance Investigations for all Small MS4s 
in the state. 
 
Regulatory Update:  Staff updated the Council on several regulatory items related to:  
 
EPA Region 6 MS4 Operator’s Conference – NCTCOG staff attended this conference in June. There 
were several talks related to low impact development, watershed management, TMDLs, and minimum 
control measures. Presentations from this conference are archived at www.scieca.org.  
 
Phase II MS4 General Permit – NCTCOG staff updated the Council on the status of the Phase II MS4 
General Permit. The public comment period began August 24, 2012 and ends September 24, 2012 
with a public meeting. The permit is expected be adopted in late March 2013. The Council indicated 
interest in submitting comments during this public comment period. NCTCOG staff agreed to compile 
and submit comments on the behalf of interested municipalities. NCTCOG staff discussed the email 
forwarded from TCEQ, which provided details on reporting requirements since permit issuance will be 
delayed. Several municipalities have been interested and concerned with TMDL language in the 
permit and so NCTCOG staff mentioned some of those requirements as outlined in the draft permit. 
 
TPDES Construction General Permit – Staff updated the Council on the status of the revision of the 
Construction General Permit.  TCEQ sent a preliminary draft to the EPA for their review in May, which 
is available on the TCEQ website.  Comments from EPA were due August 9 and the formal public 
review of the proposed permit is anticipated for September.  Notable changes from the current permit 
reflected in the preliminary draft permit include addressing impaired waters/TMDL and incorporation of 
Effluent Limitations Guidelines and does not include numeric turbidity limits. 
 



 

EPA’s National Stormwater Rulemaking – EPA has released a revised schedule for the Stormwater 
Rulemaking process.  A draft is to be proposed by June 10, 2013 with final action to be completed by 
December 10, 2014. 
 
EPA’s Integrated Framework – EPA plans to release the finalized Integrated Planning Approach 
Framework in May. This document will describe the integrated planning concept and will help EPA 
work with state and local governments towards providing integrated solutions to multiple causes of 
water pollution.  
 
Council Membership Elections: After giving a brief overview of the Council election procedures, 
NCTCOG staff mentioned the four council members whose terms are expiring and the nominees. 
Ballots for the elections would be handled via email in the following week. Staff also mentioned that 
the RSWMCC Executive Committee nominated several staff, but NCTCOG staff needs to confirm 
interest. An email ballot will be sent via email to the entire RSWMCC membership. 
 
Cost Shares: NCTCOG staff reported that the fiscal year ended with 53 participants and an 
attainment of 90% of the budget. This is down from previous years. Staff announced that cost share 
email notices to those receiving Commitment Response Forms went out and would go out soon for to 
those receiving Letters of Authorization (LOA).  
 
FY2012 Work Program Status Report and FY13 Work Program Activities: Staff gave an update 
on the status of activities for each program area. 
 
Public Education Task Force (PETF) – Tracy Michel, PETF coordinator, updated the Council on 
recent PETF activities. The 2012 Green Business project is currently going on, and two short videos 
have been produced. One stresses the importance of water conservation, while the other 
demonstrates why leaves and grass clippings should never be blown down the storm drain. PETF has 
also been planning to elaborate on Texas SmartScape. The group decided that the bookmarks could 
be updated, and that a brochure highlighting demonstration gardens around the metroplex should be 
developed.    
 
Pollution Prevention (P2) – Tracy continued with P2 Task Force activities. As part of the Peer 2 Peer 
project, the site visit portion is underway. The first site visit was at City of Bedford and was led by 
Robert Berndt. The second was at City of Mansfield, also led by Robert Berndt. NCTCOG staff is 
looking into possible presentations and other cities that may allow a site visit. 
 
Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination (IDDE) – Erin Blackman provided an update on FY12 and 
FY13 IDDE-related activities. For FY12, the IDDE Task Force developed a training PowerPoint 
module and instructor’s guide for training field staff on recognizing and reporting illicit discharges. A 
“train-the-trainer” session was held to provide effective training techniques and review available 
resources. A Municipal Industrial Inspectors Workshop and TEEX’s “Stormwater Qualified Personnel 
Training for Industrial Activities” are scheduled for late September.  

For FY13, NCTCOG staff will coordinate two trainings—IDDE Training and Dry Weather Field 
Screening Training—and develop a municipal training DVD and shop poster.  
 
Stormwater Monitoring Program – Erin Blackman informed the Council that Atkins has successfully 
collected the first (January to March 2012) and second quarter (April to June 2012) data. The first 
quarter data are posted on NCTCOG’s online data viewer. NCTCOG staff is working with Dallas and 
Fort Worth to obtain data for posting. Atkins will begin biomonitoring for sites in Garland and Plano 
this week.  
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Public Works Coordination – Jeff Rice provided an update of the recent activities regarding iSWM, 
notably: 

• Conducted Construction Stormwater Inspection Training Class August 21 
• Conducted iSWM Bioretention Design and Downstream Analysis training classes and posted 

presentation videos on the web 
• Scheduled the Maintenance and Inspection of Stormwater Controls training for September 21 
• Providing iSWM implementation assistance to local governments 
• Participating in planning for North Texas LID Design Competition 
• Developing the FY13 Consultant Work Scope 

 
Roundtable Discussion: Municipalities shared information about the activities going on in their 
communities: 

• Burleson – Thinking more about drainage designs and where it is being held as it relates to 
mosquitoes. 

• Cleburne – Working to drain pools for mosquito control 
• Denton – The Quality Assurance Project Plan for their 319 grant was approved by TCEQ. 
• Duncanville – Working on their Phase II annual report.  
• Garland – Will be audited by the EPA on September 11. 
• Irving – Waiting on their renewed Phase I permit. 
• Mesquite – Conducting Dry Weather Field Screening and industrial inspections. 
• Tarrant County – Working on their Phase II annual report. 

 
 

TMDL Presentation: Jennifer Vuitel, NCTCOG staff, provided a brief update on the Total Maximum 
Daily Load project. Final stakeholder input on implementation strategies for the I-Plan has been 
conducted. The draft is based on other I-Plans, including the TMDL project in Houston. In April/May 
2013 there will be public comment; June/July 2013 the committees will meet to discuss the 
recommended changes, and the final I-Plan will be submitted in August. The draft can be viewed 
here: www.nctcog.org/envir/SEEclean/wq/tmdl/index.asp.  
 
The meeting was adjourned.  
 
 

 

http://www.nctcog.org/envir/SEEclean/wq/tmdl/index.asp
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