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Ozone Standards

• 1979 1-hour standard (124 ppb)

– 4th highest 1-hour concentration over 3 years

– Revoked, effective 6/15/2005

• 1997 8-hour standard (84 ppb) 

– Annual 4th highest daily maximum 8-hour 
concentration averaged over 3 years

– Revoked, effective 4/6/2015 

• 2008 8-hour standard (75 ppb)

• 2015 8-hour standard (70 ppb)
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DFW Area Classifications,  

Attainment Dates and more

• 1979 1-hour standard (124 ppb)

– Serious (4-county area)

– Clean Data Determination (CDD): 10/16/08

• 1997 8-hour standard (84 ppb) 

– Serious (9-county area) 

• Attainment demonstration disapproved

• CDD: September 1, 2015

• 2008 8-hour standard (75 ppb)

– Moderate, attain NLT July 20, 2018



4

Clean Data Determination?

• does not constitute a redesignation to attainment

• the DFW areas remain subject to the anti-
backsliding and other obligations for a revoked 
NAAQS until either (i) the area is redesignated to 
attainment for the 2008 ozone NAAQS; or (ii) the 
EPA approves a demonstration for the area in a 
redesignation substitute procedure for the revoked 
NAAQS per the provisions of 40 CFR 51.1105(b).
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Anti-backsliding Requirements?

• Requirements to ensure air quality in nonattainment areas 
does not deteriorate after a NAAQS is revoked

• Areas still designated nonattainment for a revoked 
standard are subject to a list of “applicable” anti-
backsliding requirements

• Requirements depend on an area’s classification at the 
time of the revocation (see 40 CFR 51.1110(o))

• Applies for the 1-hour and the 1997 8-hour standards

• Expected to apply for the 2008 standard in future
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Removing Requirements/Obligations 

[see 40 CFR 51.1105(b)]

• Redesignation/Maintenance Plan Approval

• Redesignation Substitute Demonstration Approval 
(Revoked NAAQS) must show:
– the area has attained the revoked NAAQS due to permanent 

and enforceable emission reductions; and

– the area will maintain that revoked NAAQS for 10 years from the 
date of EPA’s approval of this showing.

– State may request nonattainment NSR be removed 

– State may request that other requirements in the SIP be moved 
to contingency measures

– No longer have an obligation to submit a SIP revision
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Future Considerations

• 1-hour Standard (124 ppb)
– Clean Data Determination (2008)

– Redesignation Substitute proposed by Texas

• 1997 8-hour Standard (84 ppb)
– Clean Data Determination (2015)

– Redesignation Substitute proposed by Texas
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DFW Area Classifications,  

Attainment Dates and more

• 2008 8-hour standard (75 ppb)

– Moderate classification

– Attain no later than July 20, 2018

– Submitted revisions in July

• Reviewing revisions to chapters 115, 117

• Reviewing RACT
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For information:

Carrie Paige, 214-665-6521

paige.carrie@epa.gov

http://www3.epa.gov/ozonepollution/actions.html

mailto:Paige.carrie@epa.gov
http://www3.epa.gov/airquality/ozonepollution/actions.html
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The 2015 Ozone NAAQS
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2015 Ozone Standards 

• Final decision announced October 1, 2015

– Published (Federal Register) October 26, 2015

• 70 ppb: annual 4th highest daily maximum 
8-hour concentration averaged over 3 years

• Primary (health) and Secondary (welfare) 
Standards are the same
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Expected Timeline

• Final standard date: October 1, 2015

• Implementation memo (October 1)

• Designations recommendations (states) Oct. 2016 

• Designations effective: Dec. 2017

• Infrastructure & transport SIPs due Oct. 1, 2018

• Revoke 2008 standard: Dec. 2018

• Attainment plans due: Dec. 2020 (Moderate and above)

• Attainment dates (no later than)

– Marginal: Dec. 2020

– Moderate: Dec. 2023

– Serious: Dec. 2026

– Severe: Dec. 2032
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EPA Region 6 Areas > 70 ppb 

(2013-2015 preliminary data)

• Houston/Galveston/Brazoria

• Dallas/Fort Worth
– Hood County > 70 ppb

• San Antonio 

• El Paso/Sunland Park

• Baton Rouge
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More Information

http://www3.epa.gov/ozonepollution/actions.html

Carrie Paige, 214-665-6521

paige.carrie@epa.gov

http://www3.epa.gov/ozonepollution/actions.html

