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Funding Workshop

Priority Questions for FAA

1. What is the reasoning for limiting discretionary funding to 
Reliever airports only in Texas, while there is no such 
limitation in the other four states in the region? 
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Question 2
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Priority Questions for FAA

2. How does Texas receive a larger share of the available 
discretionary funding moving forward?

Are there resources where we can learn more about the 
selection criteria, funding amounts, and schedules for the 
[FAA] project selection processes?
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Questions 1 and 8
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Priority Questions for FAA

3. Will the Airports Division Office commit to informing 
general aviation partners, commercial aviation partners, 
Texas Airports Council and other interested parties of 
issues such as federal “adjustments” of any funding 
source in the future?

Question 17
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Funding Workshop

Priority Questions for FAA

4. You must understand the dilemma created by Non-Primary 
Entitlement (NPE) fund banking in Texas. How can we help 
convince decision makers that Texas must be allowed 
additional flexibility in its management of NPE? 
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Question 6
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Priority Questions for TxDOT

5. Are you represented during meetings at FAA Southwest 
Region where discretionary funds are discussed and 
tentatively allocated? 

If not, how can TxDOT be a representative?

Question 7
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6. We would like to see an airport funding process established 
that might help TX-DOT in their negotiation with FAA for 
discretionary funds. Are there ways we can better work with 
the TX-DOT Aviation Division to enhance transparency and 
communications? 

Priority Questions for TxDOT

Question 16
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7. Are airport development worksheets used in the selection 
of projects for funding? If so, please explain. In addition, 
what is the process for an airport to update an airport 
development worksheet?

Priority Questions for TxDOT

Question 9
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Priority Questions for TxDOT
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8. Could you go through the annual submission calendar and 
critical deadlines? 

Is there a resource (website) where these dates are posted 
to the public?

Question 12



Funding Workshop

Additional Questions for TxDOT
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9. We understand funding for airports from the State of 
Texas has not been increased for many years.  How can we 
work with TxDOT Aviation to pursue increased annual 
funding for airport improvements that might be used for 
planning, studies, RAMP grants, and capital improvements 
on small GA airports?

Question 3



Funding Workshop

Additional Questions for TxDOT
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10. Larger reliever airports are in need of addition financial 
assistance for small projects, airfield repairs, and 
maintenance.  What can we expect for RAMP funding in 
the future? Is there a possibility to increase RAMP funding 
above the current $50,000 per-airport reimbursement 
limit?

Question 4
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Additional Questions for TxDOT
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11. Are Airport Master Plans used during the project 
selection process? If so, please explain.

Question 10
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Additional Questions for TxDOT
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12. Do you reference the General Aviation System Plans or 
other regional system plans in the project selection 
process? If so, please explain.

Question 11
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Additional Questions for TxDOT
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13. Can you provide digital standardized, interactive forms 
for project submittals?

Question 13
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Additional Questions for TxDOT
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14. Are there public meetings held for the Aviation Capital 
Improvement Program including the selection criteria, 
funding amounts, and schedules? If so, what resource 
can be used to be aware of these public meetings?

Question 14
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Additional Questions for TxDOT
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15. Would TX-DOT Aviation provide estimated timeframes 
and general processes to get projects programmed and 
funded? 

Question 15



Funding Workshop

Additional Questions for TxDOT
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16. What are the prospects for increased levels of AIP 
funding in the FAA Reauthorization bill? Are you aware 
of any initiatives that will affect funding for GA airports 
in particular?

Question 4
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17. Some of the Reliever airports provide ARFF services (even though it is 
not required) because of the nature of our operations, significant 
levels of large jet traffic make it prudent to do so and our customer 
bases demand it. However, ARFF vehicles have not been considered 
eligible for AIP funding participation at airports that do not have Part 
139 certification. 

Given FAA’s recent initiatives towards “one level of safety” including, 
for example, the requirement for Relievers to conduct Wildlife Hazard 
Assessments and the likely requirement for certain airports to develop 
SMS programs, would FAA and TxDOT Aviation consider providing 
some level of AIP funding for ARFF vehicles at Relievers where jet 
traffic exceeds some threshold level?

Question 18
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