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EMISSION INSPECTION TYPES 
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OBD = On-Board Diagnostic Test
TSI = Two Speed Idle Test
ASM = Acceleration Simulation Mode Test 



DALLAS/FORT WORTH AREA

2,048 State Emissions Inspection Stations

Approximately 4.4 Million Registered Light-Duty Vehicles

Approximately 3.9 Million Emissions Inspections 
Performed Annually, With a 5.3% Emissions Failure Rate

Preliminary Analysis Estimates 20% of All Inspection 
Certificates are Counterfeit, Fictitious, Fraudulent, or 
Improperly Issued
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DALLAS/FORT WORTH AREA

Oil & Gas 

2012 NOX Emission Inventories by Source
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PROBLEMS  IDENTIFIED

Clean Scans –
Using a Known Good Vehicle In Place of One That 

W ’t PWon’t Pass

Engine Control Unit (ECU) Simulators –
H k U A l t Si l t B i C t d tHook Up Analyzer to Simulate Being Connected to a

Vehicle

Counterfeit/Fictitious StickersCounterfeit/Fictitious Stickers –
Multi-Million Dollar Problem

Wrong Test Type UsedWrong Test Type Used –
In Order to Circumvent Part of the Emissions Test

Inspector Integrity Lacking
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Inspector Integrity Lacking –
Sun Visor Inspections
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CLEAN SCANS

Surrogate Vehicles May Stay Hooked Up toSurrogate Vehicles May Stay Hooked Up to 
Emissions Analyzer for a Long Period of Time

Surrogate Vehicle Could Be Parked Right by the 
Inspection Bay or Could Be Parked Blocks Away
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Disconnect to Do a 
Regular Inspection g p
or Plug In to Do a 
Clean Scan
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Multiple Analyzer Leads 
Wired Together & Run 
Underground
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Underground



Lead Surfaced Two Blocks 
Away & Hooked to 
Surrogate Vehicle Through 
Trunk
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Lead Plugged Into ECU
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ENGINE CONTROL UNIT SIMULATORS

According to Scantool.net, Their OBD Simulator 
Reports the OBD VIN as 1G1JC5444R7252367

This Value Can Be Used to Identify When Scantool.net's y
OBD Simulator is Being Used as a Surrogate for an 
Actual Vehicle
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Model Shown = ECUsim 5100 Professional OBD-II ECU 
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REGIONAL EMISSIONS 
ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMENFORCEMENT PROGRAM

Collaborative ProgramCollaborative Program 
Developed by the North 
Central Texas Council of 
Governments (NCTCOG) to:

1) Enhance State’s Inspection 
and Maintenance (I/M) 
Program

2) Target High-Emitting 
Vehicles to Reduce 
Emissions and Improve
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Emissions and Improve 
Air Quality
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REGIONAL EMISSIONS 
ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM

Reduce Number of Fictitious/Counterfeit Inspection Certificates by:
Performing Everyday On-Road Enforcement Utilizing NCTCOG’s

ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM

Performing Everyday On-Road Enforcement Utilizing NCTCOG s
Emissions Database (NED) 

Conducting Covert Operations on State Vehicle Emissions
Inspection Stations to Identify Inspectors Performing ImproperInspection Stations to Identify Inspectors Performing Improper
Inspections

Prosecuting Offenders for Counterfeit Inspection Certificates

Enforce Truck Lane Restrictions

Support Anti-Idling Restrictions

E f S ki V hi l St t tEnforce Smoking Vehicle Statute

Train Local Law Enforcement Officers

Encourage Collaboration Between
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Encourage Collaboration Between                                                   
Counties to Increase Enforcement Efforts
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NCTCOG EMISSIONS 
DATABASE (NED)DATABASE (NED)

Contains State InspectionContains State Inspection 
Records for all 17 Emissions 
Testing Counties,
Beginning May 1, 2002

Contains Over 76 MillionContains Over 76 Million 
Records Updated Weekly

Internet Based PasswordInternet Based, Password 
Protected, and Available to 
Law Enforcement Agencies 
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24/7 with Over 7,800 Users
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PROGRAM PARTNERS

Counties
Dallas DentonDallas
Ellis 
Johnson 

Denton 
Harris 
Tarrant 

Travis Williamson

Other Agencies
Texas Attorney General’s OfficeTexas Attorney General s Office

Environmental Protection Agency
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Texas Department of Public Safety
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Texas Department of Public Safety
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles



REGIONAL EMISSIONS 
ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMENFORCEMENT PROGRAM
Dallas County Emissions Task Force

March 15, 2008 – June 30, 2012:
181    Felony Arrests 
500    Felony Cases Filed   
21    Vehicles Seized 
37    Analyzers Seized

$45,359    Cash Seized  
5,667    Fictitious/Counterfeit  Certificates Confiscated

68,723    Citations Issued for Vehicle Emissions-Related
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68, 3 C tat o s ssued o e c e ss o s e ated
Offenses

16



Estimated Emissions 
Reductions:

NOx = 3.44 TPD
VOC = 2.15 TPD
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NOX = Nitrogen Oxides; VOC= Volatile Organic Compounds; TPD = Tons Per Day



• Dallas County Emissions Task Force• Dallas County Emissions Task Force 
busted a commercial printer and 
recovered over 2 000 counterfeitrecovered over 2,000 counterfeit 
stickers in January 2012.

Estimated Emissions 
Reductions:

NOx =  8.58 TPD
VOC =  5.36 TPD
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NOX = Nitrogen Oxides; VOC= Volatile Organic Compounds; TPD = Tons Per Day



SPOT THE FAKE
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SPOT THE FAKE

I t C l
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SPOT THE FAKE

Hand Drawn
and LaminatedVALID

COUNTERFEIT
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SPOT THE FAKE

VALID COUNTERFEIT

Faded ColorsFaded Colors    
Saddle Straps Crossed      

Incorrect Alpha Character              

STOLEN
Valid, But Stolen From

Another Vehicle
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Another Vehicle



REGIONAL EMISSIONS 
ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMENFORCEMENT PROGRAM
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QUESTIONS?
-------------------

Chris Klaus
Senior Program Manager 

cklaus@nctcog.org
817-695-9286817 695 9286

Amanda Brimmer
Senior Transportation Planner

Richard McComb
AQ Operations AnalystSenior Transportation Planner 

abrimmer@nctcog.org
817-608-2354

AQ Operations Analyst
rmccomb@nctcog.org

817-608-2340

Media Coverage:
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www.nctcog.org/trans/air/hevp/REEPNewsArticles.asp


