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Some Definitions

Freeway – Limited access facility open to all 
traffic without toll

Tollroad – Limited access facility where travelers 
pay a toll to use the facility

SOV – Single Occupant Vehicle (one person in 
one vehicle)

HOV – High Occupancy Vehicle (two or more 
people in one vehicle)

Managed Lanes – A set of lanes where 
operational strategies are proactively 
implemented and managed in response to 
changing conditions (Federal Highway 
Administration)
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Financial Constraints
$16+ Billion of Value for 

Tollroads/Managed Lanes
Funding for Operations and Maintenance

Increasing Peak Period Congestion
Time Spent in Delay
Rising in Intensity

Air Quality Issues

Why is D-FW Implementing
Managed Facilities?
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Historic Regional Toll/Managed Policies

All new freeways on new right-of-way should be studied as 
potential toll roads (February 1993 policy position)

Agreement with NTTA to consider Value Pricing (May 1994)

Adopted Managed HOV/Integrated Toll road concept as contained 
in Mobility 2020 (January 1998)

RTC does not support converting existing free non-HOV/Managed 
lanes to Toll Roads (October 2003)

Adopted Policies on excess revenue sharing with regard to TxDOT 
sponsored toll and managed lane projects (September 2004 & 
June 2005) 

Adopted Policy on General business terms for CDA on SH 121 in 
Collin and Denton Counties (April 2006)

Adopted Policy on General business terms for CDA Managed Lanes 
(May 2006)
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Managed Lane Milestones

LBJ I.H. 635 Proposed Managed Lanes (1996)

D-FW Included in FHWA Value Pricing Pilot Program (2004)

DFW Included in FHWA Express Lane Demonstration Program 
(2006)

Opening of First Managed Lane in D-FW, I.H. 30 Tom Landry
HOV Open in Stages Beginning 2007, Managed to Begin in 2009 
or 2010

Texas Transportation Commission Approval of CDAs:
North Tarrant Express (January 2009)
LBJ (February 2009)
DFW Connector (expected March 2009)
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Traveler Choice in Corridor

Frontage Roads – Serves Local Trips, No 
Demand Management

Freeway – Serves Subregional/Corridor Trips, No 
Demand Management

Managed Lane – Serves Regional Trips, Active 
Demand Management

Mainlaines Managed Lanes Mainlanes

Mixed Flow HOV & SOV Mixed Flow

Free Toll Free

Frontage 
Rd.

HOV – High Occupancy Vehicles
SOV – Single Occupant Vehicles

Frontage 
Rd.
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Managed Lane Development 
Policy Questions

What is the primary purpose of the managed 
lanes?

What types of vehicles are eligible to use the 
managed lanes?

Should the rate vary by time of day, vehicle type, 
or occupancy?

Should the rate be fixed (schedule) or dynamic 
(i.e., change in response to congestion)?

What should the rate be?
How should the rate be adjusted over time?
Should the policy vary by corridor?
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What Should the Rate Be?

Adjacent freeway 
lanes and variable 
managed lane 
demand facilitates 
market-based rates

Managed Lane Target

Toll Rate

Revenue

Traffic Flow

Desired Range Market-based rates 
(congestion pricing) 
will enable managed 
lanes to operate at 
higher speeds and 
increase travel 
reliability
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Managed Lane Policies

1. A fixed-fee schedule will be applied during the first six months of 
operation; dynamic pricing will be applied thereafter.

2. The toll rate will be set up to $0.75 per mile during the fixed-schedule 
phase.  The established rate will be evaluated and adjusted, if 
warranted, with Regional Transportation Council (RTC) approval. 

3. Toll rates will be updated monthly during the fixed-schedule phase.

4. Market-based tolls will be applied during the dynamic-pricing phase.  
During dynamic operation, a toll rate cap will be established.  The 
cap will be considered “soft” during times of deteriorating 
performance when a controlled rate increase above the cap will be 
temporarily allowed.

5. Transit vehicles will not be charged a toll.

6. Single-occupant vehicles will pay the full rate.

7. Trucks will pay a higher rate, and no trucks will be permitted in the 
LBJ tunnel.
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Managed Lane Policies
(Continued)

8. High-occupancy vehicles of two or more occupants and vanpools will 
pay the full rate in the off-peak period.

9. High-occupancy vehicles of two or more occupants will receive a 50 
percent discount during the peak period.*  This discount will phase 
out after the air quality attainment maintenance period.  RTC-
sponsored public vanpools are permitted to add peak-period tolls as 
eligible expenses.  Therefore, the Comprehensive Development 
Agreement (CDA) firm will be responsible for the high-occupancy 
vehicle discount and the Regional Transportation Council will be
responsible for the vanpool discount. 

10. The toll rate will be established to maintain a minimum average 
corridor speed of 50 miles per hour.   

*6 hours per weekday:  6:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
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11. During the dynamic-pricing phase, travelers will receive rebates if the 
average speed drops below 35 mph.  Rebates will not apply if speed 
reduction is out of the control of the operator.

12. Motorcycles qualify as high-occupancy vehicles.

13. No discounts will be given for “Green Vehicles.”

14. No scheduled inflation adjustments will be applied over time.

15. Every managed lane corridor will operate under the same policy.

16. Adoption of this policy will have no impact on the Regional 
Transportation Council Excess Revenue Policy previously adopted.

Managed Lane Policies
(Continued)
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17. The Regional Transportation Council requests that local governments 
and transportation authorities assign representatives to the 
Comprehensive Development Agreement procurement process.

18. The duration of the Comprehensive Development Agreement should 
maximize potential revenue.

19. Tolls will remain on the managed lanes after the Comprehensive 
Development Agreement duration.

RTC Approved – May 11, 2006
RTC Modified – September 14, 2006
RTC Modified – September 13, 2007

Managed Lane Policies
(Continued)
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